Vinous
2017 Buty Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
“Pale, bright straw-yellow. Slightly high-toned but
laid-back aromas of grapefruit, orange zest, lanolin and
anise. A fairly dense, lively midweight with good
inner-mouth floral lift and a suave texture to its grapefruit
pith, lemon drop and mineral flavors. No shortage of
texture here, but I'd wait until next summer to allow this
youthfully austere wine to absorb some of its alcohol.”
90 Points: Outstanding. A wine of remarkable
personality and breed that is well worth seeking out
-Steve Tanzer, November 2018

Vinous
2016 Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
“Bright, light yellow. Vibrant perfume of grapefruit,
lemon, minerals and fresh herbs. At once dense and
juicy, offering a sexy umami texture and brisk acidity to
its clearly delineated lemon drop and herb flavors. A dry
but rich blend with excellent flavor intensity and
supporting minerality, built around the body provided by
the Sémillon. This is significantly lower in alcohol than
the 2015 bottling (13.1%, vs. 14.5%) and is altogether a
more gripping white wine. Finishes precise, strong and
long, with a pungent suggestion of grapefruit pith. This
should deepen in pitch in an interesting way with a
couple years in bottle.” 91 Points: Outstanding. A wine
of remarkable personality and breed that is well
worth seeking out
-Stephen Tanzer, October 2017
International Wine Report
“One of the great stops in Walla Walla, Buty was first
founded in 2000. Buty has an exceedingly impressive
lineup of wines that are unique to the Walla Walla
Valley. A year ago I had the opportunity to interview
Buty owner Nina Buty. Nina relies on the winemaking
talents of Chris Dowsett who first started making wine in
1983. He produces some very exciting, mineral driven
wines that beautifully reflect the terroir.
2016 Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
A compelling blend of 62% Semillon, 25% Sauvignon
Blanc and 13% Muscadelle this wine saw 72% concrete
aging with the rest barrel fermenting. This has deep
aromas of white peach, white rose, and grapefruit
blossom. The richness and tension to this wine is
gorgeous. Nectarine, green papaya, Granny Smith apple
and lemon zest flavors impress. The balance and poise
is exceptional here. Drink 2017-2025” 92 Points
-Owen Bargreen, November, 2017

Washington Wine Blog
Buty
“Nina Buty first started Buty Winery back in 2000 and
has an outstanding new lineup of wines.
One of the long-standing Walla Walla wineries, Buty was
founded back in 2000. A winery that produces a huge
range of brilliant wines, if you have never visited this
Airport District winery, it is a must visit for lovers of
everything from Chardonnay to terroir-driven reds. I
have known Nina Buty since my days at Whitman
College as she has built her winery into a great success.
Nina relies on the winemaking talents of Chris Dowsett
who first started making wine in 1983. Chris had
previous stints at eminent Napa producers, Robert
Mondavi Winery, and Domaine Chandon prior to coming
to Walla Walla. His new wines show great terroir and
range as he has crafted one of the great overall lineups
in the state.
One of the great white wine values in Washington, the
2017 Buty White Wine is made from Sauvignon Blanc,
Muscadelle and Sémillon. It shows racy acidity and is
one of the best Bordeaux style white wines in the state. I
have tried these wines since 2002 and this lineup by
Buty is not to be missed. Here are the great new wines
by Buty.”
2017 Buty Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
“The 2017 Buty White Wine is a compelling blend of
Sauvignon Blanc, Muscadelle and Sémillon. On the
nose this shows nice baked apple and lemon rind
aromatics that peak your intrigue. The palate shows
good freshness and richness with tree and citrus fruit
flavors, showing a lightly stony character. I could see
this pairing marvelously with sushi. This is truly one of
the best of its kind in the state. Drink 2018-2026.”
91 Points
-Owen Bargreen, January 2019
JamesSuckling.com
2016 Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
“Lots of cooked apples, dried mangoes and slice
pineapples. Full body, bright acidity and a tangy finish.
Shows focus and complexity. A blend of semillon,
sauvignon and muscadelle. Drink or hold.”
91 Points: Outstanding
-James Suckling, May 2018

Wine & Spirits
2015 Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
“This is bright and lemony, with a hint of herbs, like
rosemary oil. There’s a rich, almost resinous texture to
the golden apple and peach flavors, suggesting this has
the stuffing to age, while the muscadelle gives it just
enough lift to serve now with poached halibut.”
91 Points: Delicious, compelling; a compelling wine
of its region; a delicious, finessed expression of
place
-Patrick Comiskey, October 2017

Wine Advocate
“The Good News Just Keeps Rolling in”
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2015 Sémillon, Sauvignon & Muscadelle
“The 2015 Columbia Valley White from Buty is a terrific
blend of mostly Semillon blended with 25% Sauvignon
Blanc and 12% Muscadelle. Rich, layered, with
moderate acidity and medium-bodied richness, it offers
classic notes of honeysuckle, crushed rock and white
peach. It's going to shine on the dinner table.”
89 Points
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017

Vinous
2017 Buty Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
“Pale straw-yellow. A hint of leesy hazelnut adds appeal
to the aromas of stone fruits, pear and spicy oak. At
once rich and vibrant, offering a smooth texture and
serious palate presence to its flavors of stone and soft
citrus fruits and spices. Very nicely filled in; a bit richer
than the comparatively brisk 2016 release, and more
satisfying as a result—at least for the next couple of
years. Finishes with good length and a welcome firm
edge.” 90 Points: Outstanding. A wine of remarkable
personality and breed that is well worth seeking out

Vinous
2016 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
“Light, bright yellow. Lively aromas of apple, peach and
flowers accented by subtle oak spices. Juicy and firmly
built, with fresh orchard fruit and white pepper flavors
complicated by a lightly saline quality. As with Buty's
Sémillon/Sauvignon blend, there's an umami quality to
this wine's texture that reminds me a bit of sake. The
brisk, very dry finish features pear and apple notes and
good length.” 90 Points: Outstanding. A wine of
remarkable personality and breed that is well worth
seeking out
-Stephen Tanzer, October 2017

-Steve Tanzer , November 2018

JamesSuckling.com
2016 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
“A white with sliced-apple and -pear character. Lemon
undertones. Medium-bodied, tight and straight-up. Drink
now.” 91 Points: Outstanding -James Suckling, May 2018
International Wine Report
“One of the great stops in Walla Walla, Buty was first
founded in 2000. Buty has an exceedingly impressive
lineup of wines that are unique to the Walla Walla
Valley. A year ago I had the opportunity to interview
Buty owner Nina Buty. Nina relies on the winemaking
talents of Chris Dowsett who first started making wine in
1983. He produces some very exciting, mineral driven
wines that beautifully reflect the terroir.
2016 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
This great wine was 92% whole cluster pressed and was
sourced from the Conner Lee Vineyard located in
Othello, Washington. This wine begins with aromas of
lemongrass, Pazzaz apple, and a touch of nutmeg. The
palate reveals rich flavors of starfruit, white peach, New
York apple and lemon vanilla cream. The viscosity and
tension is really nice. Drink 2017-2024” 91 Points
-Owen Bargreen, November 2017

Wine & Spirits
“Year’s Best US Chardonnay”
2015 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
“This ample chardonnay is made in a rich style, and yet
it’s all framed in a structure of admirable restraint. Its
scents of nougat and golden apple are leavened by
scents of caramel and lees. It feels firm and controlled,
with a pleasing richness for a scallop and sweet-corn
risotto.” 91 Points: Delicious,compelling; a
compelling wine of its region; a delicious,finessed
expression of place
-Patrick Comiskey, October 2017

JebDunnuck.com
“Winemaker Chris Dowsett continues to make a solid set
of wines for Buty.
2016 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
Buty’s 2016 Chardonnay Conner Lee Vineyard is
excellent, with a lively citrus, mint, wet stone and leafy
herb style as well as vibrant acidity on the palate. It’s a
fresh, clean, balanced Chardonnay I suspect will keep
nicely for 2-3 years, maybe longer. 2018 – 2021.”
90 Points: Outstanding wines. These wines are
outstanding for their type and are worth the extra
effort to seeking out.
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2018
The Tasting Panel
2015 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
“Silky and ripe with forward fruit; elegant and fresh with
finesse and style—a lovely wine from Washington
State.” 92 Points: Outstanding
-Anthony Dias Blue, July 2017

Wine Advocate
“The Good News Just Keeps Rolling in with the
2014s and 2015s”
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2015 Conner Lee Vineyard Chardonnay
“This estate makes a rock-solid Chardonnay. The
2015 Chardonnay Conner Lee Vineyard offers textbook
notes of stone fruits, citrus blossom and a touch of
minerality in its firm, crisp and lively style. I suspect it will
keep for 2-3 years.” 89 Points
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017

Wine Enthusiast
2016 Rosé of the Stones, Rockgarden Estate
“Rosé from the Rocks District is a rarity. This one is a
blend of 68% Grenache and 32% Mourvèdre. Almost
bronze in color, the aromas bring notes of strawberry,
mineral, herb and spice. It drinks dry with elegantly
styled flavors that bring appeal, stretching out on the
finish.” 90 Points: Excellent; highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, September 2017

Washington Wine Report
“Looking for some rosés to round out the summer? Look
no further than the 2016 Buty Rosé of the Stones Rosé.
Rocks District rosés are a rarity making this a bottle to
seek out.”
2016 Rosé of the Stones, Rockgarden Estate
“Rosé from the Rocks District is a rarity. This one is a
blend of 68% Grenache and 32% Mourvèdre. Almost
bronze in color, the aromas bring notes of strawberry,
mineral, herb and spice. It drinks dry with elegantly
styled flavors that bring appeal, stretching out on the
finish.” 90 Points: Excellent; Highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, August 2017

Wine Review Online
2016 Mourvèdre, Syrah & Grenache
“An absolute delight in a Mourvèdre-dominant Rhône
style blend that balances ripe fruit and meaty character
on a fine line where the tension between the two is like a
civilized yet passionate discussion, something we could
all use in our lives right now. There’s palpable elegance,
deep complexity and age-worthy structure here—you’ll
want a few of these. Contains 73% Mourvèdre, 17%
Grenache and 10% Syrah.” 94 Points
-Rich Cook, April 2019

Washington Wine Blog
Buty
“Nina Buty first started Buty Winery back in 2000 and
has an outstanding new lineup of wines.
One of the long-standing Walla Walla wineries, Buty was
founded back in 2000. A winery that produces a huge
range of brilliant wines, if you have never visited this
Airport District winery, it is a must visit for lovers of
everything from Chardonnay to terroir-driven reds. I
have known Nina Buty since my days at Whitman
College as she has built her winery into a great success.
Nina relies on the winemaking talents of Chris Dowsett
who first started making wine in 1983. Chris had
previous stints at eminent Napa producers, Robert
Mondavi Winery, and Domaine Chandon prior to coming
to Walla Walla. His new wines show great terroir and
range as he has crafted one of the great overall lineups
in the state.
I have tried these wines since 2002 and this lineup by
Buty is not to be missed. Here are the great new wines
by Buty.”
2016 Mourvèdre, Syrah & Grenache
“The 2016 Buty ‘Rockgarden Estate’ Red Wine is a
fantastic effort by the talented Chris Dowsett The nose is
very pretty with floral and red fruit tones dominating and
lighter wet stone character also shining brightly. I love
the mouthfeel and salinity of the wine as the wine shows
red cherry, cran-pomegranate and wet stone flavors with
a good tension. It is hard to find a wine quite like this in
Washington. Drink 2018-2026.” 92 Points
-Owen Bargreen, January 2019

Vinography
“I'm pleased to bring you the latest installment of
Vinography Unboxed, where I highlight some of the
better bottles that have crossed my doorstep recently.
This week included a bunch of fun wines from near and
far.
I've also got a trio from Nina Buty in Washington state
this week, all different red blends at which Buty excels.
My favorite I think was the Rockgarden Estate, which
was a lithe and surprisingly delicate version of
Mourvèdre, Grenache and Syrah that begged for a slight
chill before downing half a bottle over the course of a
warm afternoon.
2016 Mourvèdre, Syrah & Grenache
Medium garnet in color, this wine smells of cherry and
cocoa powder and blackberries. In the mouth, a nice mix
of cherry and blackberry flavors has a wonderful
brightness to it thanks to excellent acidity. Bouncy and
buoyant, the fruit careens about the tongue under a
gauzy skein of tannins. Delicious and gulpable.” Around
9 out of 10 Points
-Alder Yarrow, March 2019
Wine Advocate
“The Good News Just Keeps Rolling in”
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2014 Mourvèdre, Syrah & Grenache
“A pretty, elegant red (which is surprising given that it’s
mostly Mourvèdre), with notes of kirsch, rose petals,
blueberries and dried underbrush, the 2014 Rockgarden
Estate Mourvedre (75% Mourvèdre, 20% Syrah and 5%
Grenache) is lightly textured and silky on the palate, with
fine tannin, bright yet integrated acidity and a clean
finish. It's a character-filled 2014 that shines for its
elegance and purity more than power and richness.”
92 Points: An outstanding wine of exceptional
complexity and character. In short, these are terrific
wines
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017

Wine Spectator Insider
“A first look at our editors’ most exciting new
wines”
2013 Mourvèdre,Syrah & Grenache
“Broad and supple, with earthy, meaty notes swimming
around a core of blackberry and pepper, coming
together smoothly on the distinctive finish. Has presence
and depth. Mourvèdre, Syrah and Grenache. Drink now
through 2020.” 91 Points: Outstanding; a wine of
superior character and style
-Harvey Steiman, October 2016

Vinous
2013 Mourvèdre,Syrah & Grenache
“Bright full red. Pungent black pepper and spice notes lift
aromas of musky cherry, iron, meat and minerals. Silky,
dry and suave, with the iron quality carrying through on
the palate. Shows lovely lift and juicy acidity to the
flavors of raspberry, rose petal, flinty minerals, tree bark
and black pepper. A convincing, dry, laid-back
Mourvèdre-based wine with suave tannins and subtle
length.” 91 Points: Outstanding. A wine of
remarkable personality and breed that is well worth
seeking out
-Stephen Tanzer, November 2015

Wine Enthusiast
2013 Mourvèdre,Syrah & Grenache
“Aromas of black pepper, dried herbs, moist earth,
mango, papaya and lemon twist are followed by tart,
lively yet reserved fruit and savory flavors that show
impeccable balance and a lengthy finish. Put it on the
dinner table to see it at its best.” 91 Points: Excellent;
Highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, November 2016

Modern Wine
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Buty’s Conner Lee is more than dependable, but I
really have to tip my hat to the 2016 edition. This 2016
vintage seems to have produced an incredible
cornucopia of really fresh, lively wines all up and down
the West Coast. We all know Washington State is
rightfully proud of its Merlot, and that side of this wine
very nicely, but the minority blend of 41% Cabernet
Franc really shines through in the violet, blackberry,
boysenberry, mint and tobacco notes that run through
the aromas and flavors of this very approachable,
serious red. This is a very hard wine to put down.”
94 Points
-Tim Teichgraeber, February 2019
Wine & Spirits
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“From a 100-acre plot east of the Wahluke Slope, this
blend of merlot and cabernet franc has a bell-pepper
scent and a whiff of mint to go along with dark blue fruit
flavors. It’s like fernet poured over chocolate raisins, with
an espresso leanness and a long minty finish. Thrilling
and idiosyncratic; for lamb.” 93 Points: Exciting,
distinctive; a wine that transcends simple typicity to
its region or variety; a vivid, singular expression of
place
-Patrick Comiskey, April 2019
Wine Review Online
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“An energetic blend that’ll make you wonder what all the
fuss about Cabernet Sauvignon is for. Clearly built to be
a layered wine that works with the interplay of red fruit,
fall spice and baker’s chocolate, which drive the nose
and palate and finish together with good push and a
lingering dusty chocolate cherry vibe. Bravo!” 93 Points
-Rich Cook, April 2019

Wine Enthusiast
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Freshly cut bell pepper, flower and orange peel aromas
are at the fore, followed by notes of cherry, graphite and
dusty spices. Supple, soft, mouthwatering green pepper
flavors follow, with orange peel accents on the finish,
showing freshness and detail. It’s equal parts intrigue
and delivery. It will be too green for some tastes, but
others will swoon. It has a very long life in front of it, and
should outlast most of its peers. Best from 2021–2028.”
90 Points, Cellar Selection: Excellent; highly
recommended
-Sean Sullivan, April 2019

JebDunnuck.com
“The 2016s From Washington State”
“Another brilliant year for Washington State.”
2016 Conner Lee Vineyard Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“The 2016 Conner Lee Vineyard Merlot & Cabernet
Franc (59% Merlot and 41% Cabernet Franc) is another
classic, old-school, authentic red wine from this team.
Terrific notes of red currants, black cherries, forest floor,
and leafy herbs all flow to a medium-bodied, seamless
Merlot that has beautiful purity, ultra-fine tannins, and a
seamless texture. I love its balance, and while it's
already drinking great, it's going to evolve for a decade
or more.” 92 Points: Outstanding wines. These wines
are outstanding for their type and are worth the
extra effort to seeking out.
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2019
Washington Wine Blog
Buty
“Nina Buty first started Buty Winery back in 2000 and
has an outstanding new lineup of wines.
One of the long-standing Walla Walla wineries, Buty was
founded back in 2000. A winery that produces a huge
range of brilliant wines, if you have never visited this
Airport District winery, it is a must visit for lovers of
everything from Chardonnay to terroir-driven reds. I
have known Nina Buty since my days at Whitman
College as she has built her winery into a great success.
Nina relies on the winemaking talents of Chris Dowsett
who first started making wine in 1983. Chris had
previous stints at eminent Napa producers, Robert
Mondavi Winery, and Domaine Chandon prior to coming
to Walla Walla. His new wines show great terroir and
range as he has crafted one of the great overall lineups
in the state.
I have tried these wines since 2002 and this lineup by
Buty is not to be missed. Here are the great new wines
by Buty.”
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“The ‘Conner Lee Vineyard’ has gained a great
reputation for Merlot over the past decade or so. The
2016 Buty ‘Conner Lee Vineyard’ Merlot is a seriously
good effort by winemaker Chris Dowsett. Black tea,
anise and dark chocolate covered cherry aromas fill the
nose. The palate shows good richness and tension with
downright delicious dark fruit flavors and sagebrush
undertones. This has some good aging potential but is
nearly impossible to resist right now. Drink 2018-2028.”
93 Points
-Owen Bargreen, January 2019

Vinography
“I’m pleased to bring you the latest installment of
Vinography Unboxed, where I highlight some of the
better bottles that have crossed my doorstep recently.
…Lastly, I've got two wines from Washington state. One
from Nina Buty and her eponymous winery – a
single-vineyard red blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc,
and the other a Merlot from 14 Hands in the Horse
Heaven Hills AVA. Both are tasty examples of what
Washington has to offer.
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
Dark garnet in the glass, this wine smells of wet earth
and dark fruit. In the mouth, plum and green herbs mix
with a touch of crushed nuts and earth. Excellent acidity
and a remarkable green olive note in the finish round out
a surprisingly savory wine. A blend of 59% Merlot and
41% Cabernet Franc. 14.2% alcohol.” Between 8.5 and
9 out of 10 Points
-Alder Yarrow, March 2019
Wine Spectator Insider
“Our Editors’ Most Exciting New Wines”
“Enticing, ageworthy reds and whites from the old and
new worlds abound in this week’s Wine Spectator
Insider, with new releases from California, Washington,
Italy and Germany. This is a report of the most exciting
wines our editors have discovered in the tasting room in
recent weeks.”
2015 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Expressive and well-built, with red currant and mocha
aromas leading to a structured core wrapped in supple
black cherry and spice flavors that linger on the long
finish.” 93 Points: Outstanding; a wine of superior
character and style
-Tim Fish, May 2017
Wine Advocate
2015 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“A blend of 67% Merlot and 33% Cabernet Franc, the
2015 Conner Lee Vineyard burst from the glass with a
fragrant bouquet of wild berries, potpourri and spice,
followed by a medium-bodied, succulent palate with an
attractively sappy core of fruit framed by fine tannins.
The finish is tangy and quite long. It's a fragrant, elegant
interpretation of a Right Bank blend.” 92 Points: An
outstanding wine of exceptional complexity and
character. In short,these are terrific wines
-William Kelley, June 2018

JebDunnuck.com
“Winemaker Chris Dowsett continues to make a solid set
of wines for Buty.
2015 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
A blend of 63% Merlot and 37% Cabernet Franc aged
15 months in one-third new French oak, the 2015 Merlot
& Cabernet Franc Conner Lee Vineyard is a beauty!
Black cherries, currants, tobacco, and damp earth
characteristics all emerge from this medium to
full-bodied, beautifully balanced red. With solid depth of
fruit, a clean, elegant style, and fine tannin, it’s going to
cruise in the cellar for 10-12 years. 2018 – 2030.”
93 Points: Outstanding wines. These wines are
outstanding for their type and are worth the extra
effort to seeking out.
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2018

Vinous
2016 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Bright, dark red. Aromas and flavors of cassis, bitter
chocolate, spices and flowers, with an herbal hint of
thyme lurking. A lively, fine-grained midweight with good
life in the mouth. Winemaker Dowsett noted that Conner
Lee is a very good source of fruit that's not overripe,
even in hot years (the team leaves more foliage on the
Merlot vines and tends to pick early). Incidentally, Buty
also gets most of the old-vines Chardonnay at Conner
Lee, buying by the acre and making all the vineyard
decisions.” 90 Points: Outstanding. A wine of
remarkable personality and breed that is well worth
seeking out
-Steve Tanzer, November 2018
International Wine Report
“One of the great stops in Walla Walla, Buty was first
founded in 2000. Buty has an exceedingly impressive
lineup of wines that are unique to the Walla Walla
Valley. A year ago I had the opportunity to interview
Buty owner Nina Buty. Nina relies on the winemaking
talents of Chris Dowsett who first started making wine in
1983. He produces some very exciting, mineral driven
wines that beautifully reflect the terroir.
2015 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
This is a great Right Bank style blend of 63% Merlot and
37% Cabernet Franc. These vines from the Conner Lee
Vineyard were first planted in the 1980s. This
outstanding blend begins with aromas of red cherry, red
bell pepper and sagebrush. The terroir is evident here,
as the wine has a silly mouthfeel and reveals deep red
cherry preserves, red raspberry liquor, red bell pepper
and clove flavors that sit alongside some lovely miner
ality. Showing its feminine side, this killer red blend will
cellar well for a decade or more. Drink 2017-2028”
93 Points
-Owen Bargreen, November 2017
JamesSuckling.com
2015 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“This has plenty of violet-like floras and baked plums
with pastry-like notes. The palate delivers a bold serve
of rich, ripe spiced plums and swarthy tannins. Drink
now.” 90 Points: Outstanding -James Suckling, May 2018
Vinography
“I highlight some of the better bottles that have crossed
my doorstep recently. This week included a few really
killer wines. The big pleasure this week came from two
fairly expected sources...Nina Buty has been making
excellent wines for many years in Washington State,
and so it was no surprise that her somewhat unusual
blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc was bright and
delicious and gulpable.”
2015 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Medium to dark garnet in the glass, this wine smells of
cherry, cola nut, and a touch of green tobacco. In the
mouth, plum and cherry flavors are wonderfully bright
with juicy acidity, as cola and some faint green herbal
notes pinball around the palate. Mouthwatering and
delicious.” Between 9 and 9.5 out of 10 Points
-Alder Yarrow, May 2018

Wine Advocate
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“A classic wine from this estate, the 2014 Conner Lee
Vineyard is a blend of 63% Merlot and 37% Cabernet
Franc. It offers an herbal edge in its ripe black cherry,
red plum, chocolate and earthy bouquet. This gives way
to a rich, medium to full-bodied red that has polished
tannin, integrated acidity and a great finish.” 92 Points:
An outstanding wine of exceptional complexity and
character. In short, these are terrific wines
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017

KQED Check, Please! Bay Area
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“When I first tasted the wines from Buty (pronounced
beauty) I called them one of Washington state’s best
producers. Being lucky enough to sample their wines
year after year, that declaration still holds true. The
wines from Buty are beautiful. This supple, elegant red
is two-thirds Merlot and one third Cabernet Franc grown
in the famed Conner Lee Vineyard. It’s a wine to age for
up to a decade or drink alongside
rosemary-infused roast chicken and potato gratin. Now
I’m hungry…and thirsty.”
-Leslie Sbrocco, September 2017
Chicago Tribune
“15 wines that will help you understand
Washington”
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“This 63/37 blend was floral with plum, cherry, cedar,
tobacco and spice.” Recommended!
-Michael Austin, May 2017

Wine Review Online
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Buty likes this blend of varieties, and this vintage is
another success, showing purity of fruit and winemaking
style all at once. Merlot's black fruit side plays nicely
against the red fruit, pepper and spice of Cabernet
Franc, with lots of interesting oak influence bringing you
back to the glass to gather the nuance.” 91 Points
-Rich Cook, December 2016

Wine Spectator Insider
“A first look at our editors’ most exciting new wines”
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Supple, broad and expressive, layering rose
petal-accented cherry and plum flavors against powdery
tannins, finishing with sleekness and harmony. Drink
now through 2024.” 92 Points -Harvey Steiman, October 2016
Great Northwest Wines
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Lovely aromatics of sweet Marionberry and blueberry
include herbs such as rosemary, thyme and dill as well
as a whiff of movie theater popcorn. Inside, it’s
impeccably balanced with sweet cherries, ripe
brambleberries, supple tannins, a dusting of white
pepper and lingering acidity.” Outstanding!
-Andy Perdue and Eric Degerman, January 2017

Wine Review Online
“As Washington wines gained acclaim over the past
three decades or so, the state’s exciting red grape
variety progressed from Merlot to Cabernet Sauvignon
to Syrah...An impressive trio of new releases from Buty
Winery underscores the diversity and potential of the
three varieties. All three are fine wines that truly
represent their dominant grape varieties...Every one of
the three wines is exemplary.”
2014 Merlot & Cabernet Franc
“Merlot lovers will delight in the Conner Lee Vineyard
blend of Merlot and Cabernet Franc. The distinct
personalities of the two varieties are evident: the
ampleness and richness of fully ripe Merlot, its texture
velvety and almost chewy with ripe tannin and its flavors
dark-plummy and chocolatey; and the vibrant energy of
Cabernet Franc, along with its savory, red-fruit and floral
notes. The two varieties grow at an elevation of more
than 1100 feet in a cool site within a warm and sunny
region and, in the case of 2014, a relatively warm
vintage. The wine reflects both the warmth (in its
richness) and the cool (in its freshness).”
-Mary Ewing-Mulligan, January 2017

Wine Review Online
2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Some might say that this wine is basically a Cabernet
Sauvignon, but they’d be failing to account for the depth
added by 17% Syrah. The classic Cabernet profile is
there, but it gets a solid bump of savory berry pie, a
touch of tar and soft menthol. It’s all delivered over a rich
texture, with supple tannins that extend the finish. Buty
is turning into a favorite producer of mine.”
94 Points
-Rich Cook, April 2019

Wine & Spirits
2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Powerful and broad, this blend of cabernet with 17
percent syrah hides dark fruit beneath its oak and
charcoal scents. It takes time and air for the plumminess
to emerge, the wine wild and intense, too young to drink
now, unless you decant it for barbecue.” 90 Points:
Delicious, compelling; a compelling wine of its
region; a delicious, finessed expression of place

JamesSuckling.com
2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Lots of blackberry and blueberry character. Full body,
juicy and velvety tannins and a long and flavorful finish.
Some wet-earth and hot-stone undertones Drink now or
hold.” 93 Points: Outstanding -James Suckling, May 2018

Washington Wine Blog
Buty
“Nina Buty first started Buty Winery back in 2000 and
has an outstanding new lineup of wines.

JebDunnuck.com
2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Buty's 2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
checks in as a blend of 83% Cabernet Sauvignon and
17% Syrah that spent 20 months in French oak. It has
terrific purity in its cassis and blackberry fruits, and this
gives way to more graphite, cedary spice, and lead
pencil notes. With medium to full body, some
background toasty oak, and ripe tannins, it's going to
benefit from 3-4 years of bottle age and keep for 15+
years or more.” 92+ Points: Outstanding wines.
These wines are outstanding for their type and are
worth the extra effort to seeking out.
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2019

Vinous
2015 Buty Columbia Rediviva, Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Dark red with ruby highlights. In-your-face scents of
cassis and boysenberry convey a crushed-berry
urgency. Juicy and intensely flavored; surprisingly lively
and delineated for the vintage, showing a distinctly
primary character to its dark fruit and spice flavors. This
wine spent two years in barrel but wasn't slated to be
released until this fall; it actually seemed to be shutting
down in the bottle when I tasted it at the end of June.
The firm finish features strong dark berry fruit. Nina Buty
noted that Cabernet Sauvignon in 2015 had ‘a great
core of fruit to stand up to the tannins,’ and believes that
this wine will last well.” 91+ Points: Outstanding. A
wine of remarkable personality and breed that is
well worth seeking out
-Steve Tanzer, November 2018

-Patrick Comiskey, April 2019

One of the long-standing Walla Walla wineries, Buty was
founded back in 2000. A winery that produces a huge
range of brilliant wines, if you have never visited this
Airport District winery, it is a must visit for lovers of
everything from Chardonnay to terroir-driven reds. I
have known Nina Buty since my days at Whitman
College as she has built her winery into a great success.
Nina relies on the winemaking talents of Chris Dowsett
who first started making wine in 1983. Chris had
previous stints at eminent Napa producers, Robert
Mondavi Winery, and Domaine Chandon prior to coming
to Walla Walla. His new wines show great terroir and
range as he has crafted one of the great overall lineups
in the state.
I have tried these wines since 2002 and this lineup by
Buty is not to be missed. Here are the great new wines
by Buty.”
2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“This Cabernet Sauvignon dominant red wine shows
beautiful dark fruits on the nose with sagebrush
undertones. The palate is plush as the wine delivers rich
dark fruits with roasted figs and chocolate. Delicious
now, this will age well for the next decade. Drink
2018-2028.” 92 Points
-Owen Bargreen, January 2019
Wine Enthusiast
2014 Columbia Rediviva, Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Coming from an up-and-coming vineyard, this wine is
80% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Syrah. It’s
aromatically expressive, with notes of ripe black cherry,
plum, licorice and high-toned dried herbs. The palate is
dense and layered, showing breadth and richness while
staying in balance. Drink in the near term.” 91 Points:
Excellent; highly recommended -Sean Sullivan, April 2018

Vinography
“This week included a bunch of fun wines from near and
far.
I've also got a trio from Nina Buty in Washington state
this week, all different red blends at which Buty excels.
2015 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
Dark garnet in the glass, this wine smells of black cherry
and tobacco and earth. In the mouth, black cherry and
cola have a spicy kick to them, as well as a deep
rumbling earthy bass note. Excellent acidity, with tight
tannins and a hint of green herbs in the finish.” Around
9 out of 10 Points
-Alder Yarrow, March 2019
Wine Advocate
2014 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“With its blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20%
Syrah, the 2014 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
represents the obverse of the Syrah-dominated Rediviva
of the Stones bottling. The wine offers up aromas of
cassis, black plums and subtle black olive, followed by a
medium to full-bodied, tangy palate with bright acids,
supple tannins and a vibrant, mouthwatering finish.”
92 Points: An outstanding wine of
exceptional complexity and character. In short,
these are terrific wines
-William Kelley, June 2018
Vinous
2014 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“(fermented in large wood uprights with pumpovers in
place of punchdowns, then aged for two years in
thin-stave barrels): Full red-ruby. Aromas of red and
darker berries, violet and complementary oak spices,
along with a meaty Syrah note. Juicy, penetrating and
backward, conveying excellent definition to its red berry
and spice flavors. Finishes with a firm tannic spine as
well as some almost citrussy notes from the brisk
acidity. I would never have guessed that this lively wine
had a 3.8 pH. This is juicier than the 2013 release but
the building tannins will take a while to come around.”
90+ Points: Outstanding. A wine of remarkable
personality and breed that is well worth seeking out
-Stephen Tanzer, October 2017

International Wine Report
“One of the great stops in Walla Walla, Buty was first
founded in 2000. Buty has an exceedingly impressive
lineup of wines that are unique to the Walla Walla
Valley. A year ago I had the opportunity to interview
Buty owner Nina Buty. Nina relies on the winemaking
talents of Chris Dowsett who first started making wine in
1983. He produces some very exciting, mineral driven
wines that beautifully reflect the terroir.
2014 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
A blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon and 20% Syrah,
this wine was aged for 19 months in 100% French oak
prior to bottling. Milk chocolate covered cherry, cigar
box, dried herbs and coconut aromatics entice. The
palate is plush, as the wine reveals deep dark fruit
flavors that connect with milk chocolate and coffee
grounds. A decadent treat, this is another outstanding
wine by Buty. Only 365 cases made of this great wine.
Drink 2017-2027” 92 Points -Owen Bargreen, November 2017

JebDunnuck.com
“Winemaker Chris Dowsett continues to make a solid set
of wines for Buty.
2014 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
The deep ruby/purple-colored 2014 Columbia Rediviva
Phinny Hill Vineyard (80% Cabernet Sauvignon and
20% Syrah aged for 19 months in 37% new French oak
barrels) offers a very fresh, lively bouquet of black
raspberries, white pepper, cedary oak, and incense.
Perfumed, lively, and nuanced, it has plenty of heft and
richness on the palate, nicely integrated acidity, and fine
tannin, all making for a beautiful Washington State blend
that will keep for a decade or more. 2018 – 2028.”
93 Points: Outstanding wines. These wines are
outstanding for their type and are worth the extra
effort to seeking out.
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2018
Modern Wine
2014 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Blending Cab and Syrah is something that's more often
done in Australia, but there are a few good examples of
that in the U.S. and these two wines are definitely a
couple of them - really a terrific wine. Buty's labels are
also some of the best designed in American wine, at
least in my humble opinion. The more Syrah-driven of
the two with 77% Syrah, 13% Cabernet Sauvignon and
10% Mourvedre has lovely, straight-forward boysenberry
and plum aromas with a hint of cinnamon, is medium
weight and exceptionally silky on the palate. Needs no
ageing - it's ready to go.” 90 Points
-Tim Teichgraeber, January 2018

Wine Advocate
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2013 Columbia Rediviva, Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Possessing more richness and ripeness than I'm used
to from this estate, the 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon
Columbia Rediviva offers a terrific bouquet of ripe black
(and blue) fruits, leafy herbs and scorched earth. Ripe,
medium to full-bodied and expansive on the palate, it
has tons of fruit but still plays in the elegant, fresh end of
the spectrum.” 91 Points: An outstanding wine of
exceptional complexity and character. In short,
these are terrific wines
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017
Vinous
2013 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Healthy red-ruby. Sexy, complex aromas of ripe cassis,
black pepper, licorice and smoked meat, with a
complicating carnal quality. The richest and
best-balanced of these red wine releases, showing a
nicely restrained sweetness to its flavors of dark berries,
tobacco leaf and spices. This blend has been more
Cabernet-focused in recent years, noted Nina Buty.
Finishes with serious, rich, mouth-clenching tannins and
strong acidity that will give this wine longevity in bottle.”
90 Points; Outstanding. A wine of remarkable
personality and breed that is well worth seeking out
-Stephen Tanzer, November 2016

The Tasting Panel
2013 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Dark and smooth with juicy plum and spice; ripe vanilla
oak and silky texture; tangy and ripe, long and
balanced.” 92 Points: Outstanding
-Anthony Dias Blue, February 2017

Wine Review Online
2013 Columbia Rediviva, Phinny Hill Vineyard
“A bold, ripe and rich expression of Cabernet Sauvignon
that's enhanced by 15% Syrah. Proper Cabernet
character takes the lead, and the Syrah adds structural
depth, blue fruit and leaf elements in a wine that finishes
long and well integrated. Another hit from Buty.”
94 Points
-Rich Cook, December 2016

Wine Review Online
“An impressive trio of new releases from Buty
Winery...Every one of the three wines is exemplary.”
2013 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“What intrigues me about this Cabernet is the interplay
between classic Cabernet characteristics – lean
structure, firm tannin, flavors of dark berries and tobacco
leaf – and the characteristics of the wine’s minor player,
Syrah (raspberry and cherry aromas, aromatic intensity
and some silkiness of texture). Altogether, it is a dry,
full-bodied but rather light-footed wine with a lean
structure defined by its firm but not aggressive tannin, as
well as a sleek, complex middle that’s rich in flavor. The
wine’s long finish echoes the flavor richness of the
palate.” 91 Points
-Mary Ewing-Mulligan, January 2017
Wine Enthusiast
2013 Columbia Rediviva Phinny Hill Vineyard
“Cabernet Sauvignon (85%) takes the lead on this
blend, with the balance Syrah. It brings aromas of earth,
green herbs, citrus and cherry that are followed by ripe
cherry flavors and a firm squeeze of slightly dry tannins.”
90 Points: Excellent; Highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, November 2016

JebDunnuck.com
“The 2016s From Washington State”
“Another brilliant year for Washington State.”
2016 Rediviva of the Stones
“The 2016 Rediviva of the Stones is slightly darker
colored and checks in as a mix of 81% Syrah, 12%
Cabernet Sauvignon, and the rest Mourvèdre. It offers a
classic Walla Walla bouquet of ripe red and black fruits,
olive tapenade, ground pepper, and lavender. With
medium body, juicy acidity, light tannins, and a clean
finish, it's another wine that leans toward the fresh,
elegant side of the spectrum with moderate density and
depth. Nevertheless, it's beautifully balanced and has
loads to love.” 90 Points: Outstanding wines. These
wines are outstanding for their type and are worth
the extra effort to seeking out.
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2019
Wine Advocate
2015 Rediviva of the Stones
“A blend of 78% Syrah, 19% Cabernet Sauvignon and
3% Mourvèdre, the 2015 exhibits notes of crushed
cassis, tapenade and dark chocolate. On the palate, it's
medium bodied, rich and supple, with a deliciously
savory core of dark fruit, meltingly velvety tannins and a
long, sapid finish. Syrah really dominates this open-knit
but classy blend.” 93 Points: An outstanding wine of
exceptional complexity and character. In short,
these are terrific wines
-William Kelley, June 2018
Vinography
“I'm pleased to bring you the latest installment of
Vinography Unboxed, where I highlight some of the
better bottles that have crossed my doorstep recently.
This week included a bunch of fun wines from near and
far.
I've also got a trio from Nina Buty in Washington state
this week, all different red blends at which Buty excels.
2015 Rediviva of the Stones
Dark garnet in the glass, this wine smells of cherry and
forest floor. In the mouth, cherry and a deep spicy earth
character mix together under a gauzy blanket of tannins.
Good acidity, but the wine has a narrowness of flavor
that may need some time to relax.” Around 8.5 out of
10 Points
-Alder Yarrow, March 2019

Washington Wine Blog
Buty
“Nina Buty first started Buty Winery back in 2000 and
has an outstanding new lineup of wines.
One of the long-standing Walla Walla wineries, Buty was
founded back in 2000. A winery that produces a huge
range of brilliant wines, if you have never visited this
Airport District winery, it is a must visit for lovers of
everything from Chardonnay to terroir-driven reds. I
have known Nina Buty since my days at Whitman
College as she has built her winery into a great success.
Nina relies on the winemaking talents of Chris Dowsett
who first started making wine in 1983. Chris had
previous stints at eminent Napa producers, Robert
Mondavi Winery, and Domaine Chandon prior to coming
to Walla Walla. His new wines show great terroir and
range as he has crafted one of the great overall lineups
in the state.
A downright killer wine to look for is their 2015 Buty
‘Rediviva of the Stones’ Red Wine which is currently
showing good stony terroir and nice range and terroir. I
have tried these wines since 2002 and this lineup by
Buty is not to be missed. Here are the great new wines
by Buty.”
2015 Rediviva of the Stones
“The 2015 ‘Rediviva of The Stones is a Syrah dominant
red blend with smaller portions of Cabernet Sauvignon
and Mourvèdre. Amazingly this wine has been made
since 2001. The nose shows powerful terroir with dusty
earth, cigar box and wet stone that connects with Hoisin
sauce and blackberry pie aromas. The palate has
wonderful verve and freshness considering the heat
spikes that occurred in this AVA. Black fruits parade with
earthy and citrus undertones to complete this highly
complex red blend. Delicious now, this will cellar well
over the next decade. Drink 2018-2026.” 92 Points
-Owen Bargreen, January 2019

JamesSuckling.com
2015 Rediviva of the Stones
“A seriously big and juicy red with blackberry, raspberry
and blueberry character not to mention pepper and
spices. Full and flavorful blend of syrah, cabernet
sauvignon and mourvedre. Drink or hold.”
92 Points: Outstanding
-James Suckling, May 2018

Wine Enthusiast
2015 Rediviva of the Stones
“Syrah makes up 78% of this wine, followed by 19%
Cabernet Sauvignon and 3% Mourvèdre, with all the fruit
coming from the Rocks District. Intriguing aromas of
green herb, orange peel, matchbox, firepit and anise are
followed by soft, supple, light fruit and savory flavors that
carry through the smoked meat-filled finish. Best by
2022.” 90 Points: Excellent; highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, April 2019

Wine & Spirits
2014 Rediviva of the Stones
“Buty’s Rediviva is always exotic and compelling, driven
by the sanguine wildness of Rocks syrah (77 percent)
but reined in a bit by a stalwart presence of cabernet.
The flavors are demonstrably herbal – parsley and
celery leaf – darkened by an olive-y core and a
sanguine, licorice-root finish. Now wild and long, it will
benefit from some aging.” 92 Points: Delicious,
compelling; a compelling wine of its region; a
delicious, finessed expression of place
-Patrick Comiskey, October 2017

Wine Advocate
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2014 Rediviva of the Stones
“The 2014 Rediviva of The Stones gives up classic
Rocks notes of blueberries, peppery herbs, earth and
underbrush, and it's medium to full-bodied, elegant and
seamless on the palate, with a good yet slightly short
finish. It shows the house style in its purity and elegance
and is a classy Syrah to drink over the coming 7-8
years.” 91 Points: An outstanding wine of
exceptional complexity and character. In short,
these are terrific wines
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017
Vinous
2014 Rediviva of the Stones, Rockgarden Estate
”“Bright red-ruby. Aromas of raspberry, olive, black
pepper and game. Not at all a fleshy, wild, high-pH style
of Rocks Syrah but still with a savory complexity to its
red berry flavors, with the Cabernet Sauvignon
component bringing hints of cherry and rose petal.
Nicely energetic wine, finishing with firm but pliant
tannins and a hint of grapefruit that may come from the
Davis 174 clone of Syrah (the wine also includes Phelps
and Tablas Creek Syrah clones). Buty purchased this
land in 2006 and planted it in 2008 and 2009, farming it
organically. The firm tannins are more pliant than those
of the other current releases from Buty. Only 10% of the
Syrah was vinified with whole clusters in 2014 due to the
hot year; in longer, more moderate growing seasons the
percentage can range as high as 60% or 70%. Rather
than being a typically big, silky Rocks wine, this is a
midweight that may yet expand and show more
sweetness with bottle aging. (Incidentally, Buty did not
make a Rockgarden Estate Red in vintage 2015 due to
frost.)” 89+ Points: Excellent. A strong wine with true
character that provides highly enjoyable drinking.
This is the sweet spot for values and everyday
wines that won’t break the bank
-Stephen Tanzer, October 2017

Vinous
2015 Rediviva of the Stones
“(the crop was very short owing to the mid-November
frost in The Rocks in 2014, when temperatures
descended to the single digits before the plants had shut
down for the winter; in fact, this bottling was
supplemented with purchased fruit from a neighboring
vineyard Buty had worked with in the past; vinified with
one-third whole clusters and aged in thick barrels and
puncheons, none of them new): Bright ruby-red.
Blueberry, blackberry, black tea, black pepper and
spices on the nose, complicated by smoke and game
nuances. Juicy, tightly wound and essentially
fine-grained, with its dark berry and violet flavors
accented by lively minerality and lifted by floral and spicy
elements. A touch of Syrah funkiness contributes to the
wine's appeal. (The Cabernet gives the violet character
and the bit of Mourvèdre the iron, according to
winemaker Chris Dowsett.) This fascinating, rich wine
finishes suave and long, with fine-grained tannins,
strong spiciness, a lingering pepper note and saline
minerality.” 92 Points: Outstanding. A wine of
remarkable personality and breed that is well worth
seeking out
-Steve Tanzer, November 2018
Wine Enthusiast
2014 Rediviva of the Stones, Rockgarden Estate
“This wine is a unique blend of 77% Syrah, 13%
Cabernet Sauvignon and 10% Mourvèdre. Hailing from
the Rocks District, it offers generous aromas of black
olive, plum, wet gravel, crushed flower, green olive,
smoked meat, parsley and dried herb. These lead to
pure, ample fruit and savory flavors. A taste of smoked
meat lingers on the finish.” 91 Points: Excellent; highly
recommended
-Sean Sullivan, April 2018
International Wine Report
“One of the great stops in Walla Walla, Buty was first
founded in 2000. Buty has an exceedingly impressive
lineup of wines that are unique to the Walla Walla
Valley. A year ago I had the opportunity to interview
Buty owner Nina Buty. Nina relies on the winemaking
talents of Chris Dowsett who first started making wine in
1983. He produces some very exciting, mineral driven
wines that beautifully reflect the terroir.
2014 Rediviva of the Stones, Rockgarden Estate
Sourced from the Buty Rockgarden Estate in the Walla
Walla Rocks District. This wine is a blend of 77% Syrah,
13% Cabernet Sauvignon, and 10% Mourvedre. This
has a lovely stony character on the nose with red cherry,
red bell pepper and Hoisin sauce. The saline quality is
amazing here. Blood orange, red cherry, red raspberry
and teaberry connect with mouth-watering acidity.
Hugely novel, this is an outstanding effort by Buty. Drink
2017-2027” 93 Points
-Owen Bargreen, November 2017
Wine Enthusiast
“Turning Rocks into Wine: A cobblestone corner of
Walla Walla Valley yields otherworldly pours”
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“This opens with aromas of wet gravel, herb, smoke,
funk, nori and black olive that are followed by plentiful,
soft, generous savory flavors that bring a lot of intensity
and appeal. The finish lingers.” 91 Points: Excellent;
Highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, March 2017

Wine Review Online
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“Rediviva is a Latin/Italian word that means restored to
life, or the living image of a past person. It's a fitting
description for a wine that shows lively stony minerality
in a deeply complex, rich blend of Syrah, Cabernet
Sauvignon and Mourvèdre. Supple on the palate, it
shows black plum, pepper, meat, and a touch of oak
char that enhances without distracting. The finish is
layered and blooms long and dry with full integration.
Very well made.” 94 Points
-Rich Cook, December 2016
The Tasting Panel
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“Lush and smooth with ripe blackberry and cassis fruit;
rich, dense and showing vanilla oak and soft spice; ripe,
deep and long.” 92 Points: Outstanding
-Anthony Dias Blue, February 2017
Wine Review Online
“As Washington wines gained acclaim over the past
three decades or so, the state’s exciting red grape
variety progressed from Merlot to Cabernet Sauvignon
to Syrah...An impressive trio of new releases from Buty
Winery underscores the diversity and potential of the
three varieties. All three are fine wines that truly
represent their dominant grape varieties...Every one of
the three wines is exemplary.”
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“The Syrah-dominant Rediviva of the Stones is the most
remarkable of the three wines...the Syrah takes center
stage to such an extent that I cannot particularly
perceive the Cabernet Sauvignon or Mourvèdre. Many
classic styles of Syrah exist; this wine, to me, verges
toward the Côte Rôtie model because of its amazing
range of aromas and flavors, from game to smoked
meat to attractive vegetal notes, to black pepper,
raspberry fruit, and olives. In the same model, it is also
silky and seamless, its tannin submerged within its other
textural elements. The overt fruitiness of this wine is a
New World signature, however. It is a fabulous
expression of Washington Syrah.”
-Mary Ewing-Mulligan, January 2017

Great Northwest Wine
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“While the aromas open up with dried blueberry, cola
and jasmine notes, there’s a definite sense of The
Rocks with underlying notes of saddle leather,
earthiness and resin. Inside, it’s brimming with dark
cherry and Marionberry flavors, backed by a late sip of
blueberry tea. The juicy profile and complexity should
appeal to those who are charmed by red Rhônes.”
Outstanding! -Andy Perdue and Eric Degerman, December 2016

Modern Wine
2014 Rediviva of the Stones, Rockgarden Estate
“Blending Cab and Syrah is something that's more often
done in Australia, but there are a few good examples of
that in the U.S. and these two wines are definitely a
couple of them - really a terrific wine. Buty's labels are
also some of the best designed in American wine, at
least in my humble opinion. I'm really impressed with
this new vintage. It's a blend of 80% Cabernet
Sauvignon and 20% Syrah with deep, fresh brambly
blackberry flavors, subtle herb, anise, cranberry and
boysenberry notes with moderate tannin and decent
acidity.” 93 Points
-Tim Teichgraeber, January 2018
Wine Advocate
“Washington State continues to produce a massive
amount of beautiful wines.”
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“It’s deep ruby color is followed by lots of Syrah
characteristics as well as smoked meats, olive
tapenade, blackberry and cassis. Beautiful on the
palate, with medium to full-bodied richness and fabulous
purity, it never puts a foot wrong, has beautifully
integrated acidity and ultra-pure tannin. It’s not a
blockbuster, but it glides across the palate and keeps
you coming back to the glass. It’s certainly enjoyable
today with a decant, but it will cruise through 2028.”
92 Points: An outstanding wine of exceptional
complexity and character. In short, these are terrific
wines.
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2016
Vinous
2013 Rediviva of the Stones
“Deep ruby-red. Savory, deep aromas of black
raspberry, blackberry, smoked meat, licorice and
mocha, plus a hint of incipient truffle. The sweetest and
supplest of these 2013 reds, offering a seamless texture
to its dark berry, licorice, black olive and floral flavors.
But with its impression of firm acidity, this wine still
needs time to open and expand. Nina Buty noted that
the Cabernet element in this wine brings notes of cherry
and flowers, not to mention acidity, adding that it's
actually less brooding than her Syrah from the Rocks
District. But she added that winemaker Dowsett is now
making fresher, higher-acid wines from the Rocks, in
part by minimizing the use of new barrels.” 90+ Points;
Outstanding. A wine of remarkable personality and
breed that is well worth seeking out.
-Stephen Tanzer, November 2016

BEAST Wildebeest
JamesSuckling.com
2015 BEAST Wildebeest
“Aromas of blackberries and blueberries follow through
to a full body, round and soft tannins and a tar, hot-stone
and dark-fruit undertone. Needs a year or two to calm
down a bit but already fascinating. Drink in 2020.”
92 Points: Outstanding
-James Suckling, May 2018
International Wine Report
“One of the great stops in Walla Walla, Buty was first
founded in 2000. Buty has an exceedingly impressive
lineup of wines that are unique to the Walla Walla
Valley. A year ago I had the opportunity to interview
Buty owner Nina Buty. Nina relies on the winemaking
talents of Chris Dowsett who first started making wine in
1983. He produces some very exciting, mineral driven
wines that beautifully reflect the terroir.
2014 BEAST Wildebeest
This great value wine was sourced from the Rockgarden
Estate as well as the Phinny Hill Vineyard and the
Conner Lee Vineyard. This has lovely red fruits on the
nose with sage. This has nice poise and medium weight
flavors of cigar box and red cherry with roasted dates.
Drink 2017-2024” 90 Points -Owen Bargreen, November 2017

JebDunnuck.com
2015 BEAST Wildebeest
“Always a good value, the 2015 BEAST Wildebeest
(42% Syrah, 28% Cabernet Sauvignon, 20% Cabernet
Franc, and the balance Malbec) has a fleshy, forward,
delicious style to go with loads of blue fruits and peppery
herbs. It's impeccably made and will keep for 5-7 years.”
90 Points: Outstanding wines. These wines are
outstanding for their type and are worth the extra
-Jeb Dunnuck, April 2019
effort to seeking out.
Wine Advocate
“The Good News Just Keeps Rolling in with the
2014s and 2015s”
“Washington State has been on an undeniable roll
since 2012. The terrific 2014s, which will be hitting the
shelves soon, and the upcoming 2015s, are not going to
break this trend. In short, both 2014 and 2015 are terrific
vintages for Washington State.”
2014 BEAST Wildebeest
“This juicy, lively and peppery red offers lots of mulled
cherry and blackberry fruits, ample herbs and earthy
nuances, medium-bodied richness and a silky, elegant
texture that makes it a joy to drink.” 89 Points
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2017

Wine Enthusiast
2013 BEAST Wildebeest
“This wine is principally Syrah, Cabernet Sauvignon and
Cabernet Franc along with bits of Malbec, Grenache and
Merlot. Aromas of green garden herbs and earthy funk
are followed by soft, elegant earth and dark fruit flavors
that bring appeal and intrigue.” 90 Points: Excellent;
Highly recommended
-Sean Sullivan, September 2016
Wine Review Online
2013 BEAST Wildebeest
“The 2013 Wildebeast succeeds in delivering mixed
berries, allspice, pepper and a subtle meaty note that
will please your nose and palate.” 90 Points
-Rich Cook, June 2016

Food & Wine
“Top Bottles: Best Red Blends”
2013 BEAST Wildebeest
“Vintner Nina Buty’s Walla Walla, Washington, winery is
known for its high-end Cabernets and Rhone-style
blends. Her wines under the BEAST label, like this plush
Syrah-Cabernet, offer similar quality at half the price.
This ‘beast’ happens to be very elegant.”
-Ray Isle, November 2016

Wine Advocate
“The 2013s for Bottle and the 2014s from Barrel”
“Washington State continues to produce a massive
amount of beautiful wines.”
2013 BEAST Wildebeest
“The wine is medium-bodied and lively, with classic
Syrah notes of peppery herbs, olive, dark fruits and
meat. Nicely put together, with lots of fruit, it will drink
nicely through 2023.” 89 Points
-Jeb Dunnuck, June 2016

